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Murray River Puddles'réumers: Luxury river cruises

by Amalio AMdansall

Paddlesteamers hald o freawured ploce in Australia’s histary, ond this is clearly visible throughboul the mary fowns

established alang the iconic Murray Eiver. Running olong the bardes of Mew South Wales ond Victorio ond exiending
down inta South Awstralia, the mighry Murray is 250%km long, making it the longest riwer in Auwsirolia ond the third
longest navigoble river in the warld. And while mony other rivers in Ausiralia hows said forewell o the grocedu
poddlesteamers, the Murrey halds sirong o its heritege, and one of the best ways o eeperience this region and

beautiful river is on boord o poddlesteamar cruise

Befora trains, frocks, cars and coravans look avar the rale of mansgorting us ond afl ke essantial goads we naad inho
e anal |'-Iﬂ..l‘f\.'l':":-llll_ seiddlestasmers had thale ;’||'||:'|3.'| ara. And now. thage R.h--":-‘l'r_ g e balovesd vessals |":||u.'||||'-

o Umigua wiry 10 g val alang tha river and [CETRE LT tha notura! .:":-':"'lll'r' ol e ares — and Mmooy River



Paddlesteamers has a rangs of icur aptions ks it all kinds af rovelers

Eullgl'lg fram |'-;;\-_||-:;_'.'|!='| ;_'..,lll'lg:. |'_||-_I-':|¢Ir_"' inf A picric, ..u|'\.;,:|"-ll_1--n.l|l||-_l-"\_..l sours wilh lench included ||'h|;,:_|9|| Ia ||||_-!Ii-|_||_1:,l
odventures whess guesis can immerss themselvas in the lusury occommeodation of the poddlesteomer, Murray Eives
Faddlesteomers has it oll.

A doy |or more) on the wotes, nibbles and a refreshing drink at your side and anby the sounds of the river, churning

poddlesheal and bird call ... there is litle that can comtend with that kind of serenity

A rich history

Mrrony Rivar Paddlesteamers has bean -:.FIe--mg Crilsas ul-;_mg the Murray since 1996, and ower the years its Basd has
sxpanded o include the PS Emmway, which some moy recogrisa for her starring role in the TV series All the Bivars

Run; the 1|1 0yvear old PS5 Conbesra, which is the anly knawn vessal on the Musray bo hove been converted bock o

stpam; and the MY Morrgy Explarer.

The company wos purchosed in 2015 by Croig ond Eohon Burgess with local skipper Meil Hutchinson, who hove
continued the compary’s legacy of being o prominent ployer in the river tourism indusirg. “Civer the yeors we hove
cxpanded our Floet, enhonced ouwr services and established cursehbes as o lending provider of aushentic

poddlesivamer expariences olong the picturesgue Murray River,” said Craig.

Murray Bivar Paddlestesmens” cruisas dagart brom Echuca, ane ol tha Pain lessns an tha Murray River, a 7 5-houye
drive norh af Malbourme Echuca has o lang, rch histary and much af 0 15 ved 10 the dver alengsida ir, Tha Part of
Echisea, which visilars can slifl |:-:-'|'_||:\_'p:-|¢lI wiag bl in 1845 and grew io be arne ol ke ||_1|5|¢I'§.I inbamd pearbs in S wlralia
Riverslacnpes wesa assealial b tha -El-q,:wll' ard uxpl_1|'5.ir_|r al thiz town and ANy r_lll‘ll;lr'\;.l Irear 5.[_u_1||i'|u ﬂ-q,:r_ll_‘la._ el
liwasback fon barges] and lalee passengers, and during 8 busisal era the Parl ol Echuco hod more than 240 beots
trading from its docks. And while other modes of ironxpost did hake ower the role, the lure of the paddlestesmes

confirues,




‘When we osked Craig Burgess who! mokes the compony unique, thay said: “It is the combinotion of rich hiskary,

breathlaking lnndscopes and personalised service.”

Thsa lectures ond the success of the company hove besn dudy owarded, and Murray Riwer Poddlesiramars hos waon

medaols af post Beglonal Tourism Awards and Yictorian Towrism Swards (YTIC)

30, let's slep aboord ond axplore fe loues on aller,

Traverse the mighty Murray

Thare are a voriety of iours from which s choose, ensuring there is somathing ko swit rovellers of every age and
interasd, And no mather which tour guests choose, they will surely disembork with o despes undersionding and
appreciation of thiz beoutiful river ond the poddizsteomers thot trawel along it. Kesn photographers should definitely

take their comeras along fo caphure the speciocular vienws.

All cruises con be booked on the Murray River Poddlesteamer websise, with live cruise ond cobin awvailobilisg. Ir is

racommended to book tours in advance, especially :i::nn__r_: ook SEORons.,

single day tours

The single day kowrs ore o greal versadile oplion bor families, couples, kiskory bulfs ond mare. The haurlang cruises an
the 110wvear-ald PS5 Conbarrg olfer an icanic experisnce, and kids con gel a phota aken al the helm and receive a
personalised =kipper cestificoie ko mark their ime as 'cophain’ of the poddlesteamer. The capsain and crew offer b
and interasfing commentary an the surrcunds, the vessel ond its hisbary, which guests of all oges will enjoy. Thess
howr-long cruises run multiple times o doy, ond offer bathroom Facilities, an orboard kiosk with o saleciion of
refreshmenis and snacks for purchase, ond you ore alsa permitted 1o bring oboard o small r2 medivm size dog on o

leash

For those whe wont all the parks of fa hourleng crubse bid alse want o axplore some of the kocal Bavours whila in
thie area, the Wharf te Winery lunch crulse of te Part o Plam lunch e dinner crulse are fanlostic spilons, These

crislss will toke o bt longer — opprosimately thres howrs — but you'll still have plenty of fime 1o enjoy the ride along

b river b and Fras aithes Marrisons Besdaurant and W nary 4f Bar Las,







MuUIT-aay Tours
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Faddlesieamers offers thres, foer and seven-nighi tours. Thess are currenily run on the PS Emmyploo, but Brem June

2035 thare will be o nee vaisel loking over thews wours — wa'll dalve inia this o kil laies

Thess mubi-doy rours allow guests ta relax and scok in the unique beouty of the Murraoy and crecte some long:losting
memaries, bolh on boord and in e surrounding regicn. The tawr itinerories include time on shone with visit bo locol
winaries, muzeums and historical sites inclw ding Perricaoho 34odion whers All He Ewvers Bun was fiimed, ond o

Heriloge Farm Musewm, ensuring oll guests gain a true opprecistion of the Murray region and its history

Cne of the cthar fondovcurite parks of the mulli-day rowrs is the Murray Biver Faddlesteamers signofure riverside

barbacus, complata with a river camgplire and toasting marshmallows

Al maals i|'"|,,||;||'.9 marning and aParnaan bea, are pravided and he lalenbad as-beard chef ansures SYEIYONS £y

weall-bad, using resh, locally sowrced ingrediants io ereale warld-closs cuisines

The F5 Emmylou ofiers a parbect blend of hislery and oy, and in additien 1o il beauliful communal spoces, baasis
eight beoutitully styed cobins io choose fram. Full descripfions ond loyouts con be found on the fMurroy Biver

Faddlesteomers website, ensuring guests con book o cobin that suiks their shde ond needs.




This historic wood fired paddlesteamer bos been on icon in the Murroy River Faddlesteamers fleat far mary years,
and while it remaing o baloved vassel e leem i3 excited 1o announce that the |'|14||I-d|:|:|-' crulsas aboord the PS

Emmyiow are scon b be laken over by the new P53 Awsivalion Skar

The PS Australian Star

Seb b launch in June 2025, the P5 Avsivalian Star will be the wedd's only wosdHired paddlesisamer pedarming

mulli-day ervisas, and is currenily vnders cansiresiian in Mildura, Vie
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“[Tha PS Australion Star] marks o .5.|g|'uh:unr mileshomne tar us, nh:anng anharced lacilibes ard axciing raw Bour
oplians,” commanted Craig. “The FS Ausiralion Shar will redefine river cruising, offering yearrcund, allinclugive,

avernighl sxperiences with thrae, four and sevennight flireraries along the Mooy River

Seamlessly baking ever the rains fram the PS5 Emmplsw, the PS5 Avsirelion Star promises o voyoge thal blands fradilion
with opufence. “The vessal itself is o masterpiece, o flooling testioment o the orfisiry and engineering that defined an
era,” Croig said. “lmmesse yourse® in the symphony of sieam from the guthendic 1907 wooddired steam engine and
the rhythmic churning of the poddlewhesl os wa embark on a leisurely voyoge along the winding waters of tha

Muurroy Rivar.”




e Satarpam on the A5 Auakalas 5o

tomed in honour of the iconic Southern Cross consellation, this new poddissisamer features 19 plush ond modern
sirlerooms, exch opening o o deck and Fenlurlng on ensuite, air candilioning, complimentary wi Fi, luscury linen and

a T¥ entersainment system, as well as the beoutiful and ever-changing views

The cobins and lounges exvde on air of refinemant ard fransparts guests bock to the golden oge of river cruising. il
and soak up the amosphere of the Hopwood Lounge and Bar, nomad oftar Echuca's founder, Henry Hoperood,
befora heoding over ta the Randall Dining Room where you con poy homage b the plorsering [ourney of William
Rendedl, who in 1BS3 hulfilad his draom of becoming the first man b criise olong the Murray from South Australio 1o

Exhisca

“as the PS5 Avsiralian Shay preapares o groce the walers, if beckons P 1o pn A vapege whers traddian Feels

rl'.:\}dﬂlllil:lll and sy Bacamas an arl karm,”

FS Arstrakos Hor's Hopevod lounge osd Sor

Book now and save

E'-n-q_ﬂi:illgg. lar the PS Avsbalion Slar are aow ooen, Book fow uging ik praamG Siata '&:ﬂmugﬁlur' e gawm 100 pr
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Alrernativaly, Carowan Warld reoders can save 10 per cent an any 2024 croise using the proma code ‘CWOELD'

The best time to visit

Whan it comes 1o the seasons, thare’s ne bad lime of veor b sxperience @ Murroy River Faddlesheomer cise, as the

riwar itsalf is bpoutiful from spring throogh 1o wintes

As owith many sites ond experiences around Australio, i you want io avaid He crowds it's best s book autside school

helidoys ond other peak sacsons. This wil also work i your hovour when beoking in of coravon parks,

While mony of us asseciole woter-bosed axpenences with warmar westhar, Croig assured us et winies is fruly o
beauiiful lime of year i experiance o cruise along the Mooy Biver, parficularly if you opd lor o mulli-day ke,
Seming the mid rise abave the river as the sun risss is fobulous and the sompfires are a real rsal in the coaler

manlha, ® Craig said. And best pel, Muray Biver Poddlesisamers aflers 10 par cenl off winier cruising




What to do with your car and van?

Az mony of our readers will hove o cor and van seiup, one thing f2 consider is where you'll leove your home oway

fram homa during ane of the tours, especially if you opt For o mubi-day cruise.
Fesl gssured,. Mumay Biver Poddlasteomars has you covared, The company offers o secure car porking site in the farm
of o lecked warehouse. This secure cor pork s just 330 par night bor o cor ond corovan or 325 per snight tor @ car

only, Ta hind cul mare, simply call the Maurroy River Paddlesteasmers services laam

Alrarnativaly, tha muli-day hours do offar complimentary refurn rain lickals from Melbosurna




Adding to the adventure

From taking in the river views and sposting local wildlife throwgh to visiting bocal wineries ond sites, thera's planty on
bioord Lup guadts by dur:ng @ dur,

But whils you're in the areqs, there are semae fantaslie places 1o axplore balore or afer waur Murray Rivas
Paddlmsbeamar cruize, Histary bulls, adventurcus souls ond fsadies will all lind samaihing o love in and araund

Echica,
Hera ara sama 1o gal you geing:

* Port af Echuco

* Giflobong Ronch Adveriure Pork & Troil Eides
= Cactur Couniry

= Murray Dorling Scenic Flights

= River Country Adwvenbaurs

* Echuco Chocolote Company

Crce you've enfoyed o poddlasteamer couise you mexy wank ba gab even closer o the walar, ond ke best woay o do
this ks by hiring o koyok or stond-up poddisboard from one of the kool businasses

And dan’l farget e pariake in the lecol Haveurs by visiting be many eslaurants, cole, wineries and breweeies in the
e

twrroy Eiver Foddlesteomess oifers ¥I# sxperiences of dilferent limes throughout the yeor, and thes ore ohwoys

crovwd-pleasers. The desoils ond dobes for VIP sxperiences ars senl cul to the Mumay River Poddlesisamers membar

boss, so join the mail fist i be part of thass avenis. To join the mail lisi, sign wp hers,

A lesson in history

Ewery trip aboord ane of Marroy River Poddlesteamers is on immaersion in histery, but for those wanting to explore o
bif Furthar, the team af Murray River Paddlestesmers racommands stafing aof the Echuco Historical Sociaty or tha Port

of Echuen Discovary Cantra




Find out more

Murray River Poddlesisamars
57 Miurray Esplanades
Echuco Wic 3544

F: 03 5482 5244
E: info@meps.com.ou

THE NEXT STEP

Are wau ready lo experience the Irsedom ol the open road? Doa't wail - Find waur drsam gebaway now!

RELATED ARTICLES:
Journay aleng the Murroy River in Echuco and Moama, Yie—MNSW
Murray River counlry

The Darling River Bun — kenic oulback NSW adventuras
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